Ventura Riverbottom Fire Next to Train Trestle
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MEDIA RELEASE

Incident Number: 15-0074718

Information Contact: Tony Hill, Battalion Chief

Incident Type: Vegetation Fire

Date/Time of Incident: November 3, 2015/ 08:30 AM

Incident Location: Ventura River next to train trestle

Cause: Arson

Injuries: None

Number of Personnel: 19

Fire Equipment: 2 Engines, 1 Water Tender, 1 Hand crew, 1 Command

Agencies Involved: Ventura City Fire, Ventura County Fire, Ventura Police, California State Parks

On the above date and time Ventura City Fire Department was dispatched to a reported fire in the Ventura River bottom adjacent to the Ventura Fair
Grounds. First arriving fire crews discovered a 50’ x 50’ fire burning 20’ tall brush and arundo directly adjacent to a railroad trestle. Train service was
halted while crews from both Ventura City Fire and Ventura County Fire extinguished the fire. As crews were finishing operations and exiting the area
an additional fire was started 100 yards south of the initial start. Fire crews extinguished the second fire within 30 minutes.

Fire investigation revealed an intentional start in the second location and also a third location where burning material was placed on top of a debris pile.
Ventura Police department assisted with a search of the area; however, no suspect was located.
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